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LILIT SARVAZYAN

PRINCIPLES OF CRIMINAL LAW AND CRIMINAL LEGAL NORMS
IN THE ARMENIAN LAW CODE BY MKHIT‘AR GOSH

Key words: Mkhit‘ar Gosh, Armenian Law Code, criminal law, crime,
punishment, principle of justice, national rights.

The article interprets the principles of criminal law and criminal law norms
according to Mkhit‘ar Gosh’s Armenian Law Code. The jurist substantiates that
criminal responsibility should be based on subjective guilt in the sense of criminal
law, and a person is subject to criminal responsibility only for the crimes he com-
mitted. There are many crimes defined in the Armenian Law Code, of which the
crimes against the country and the church are the heaviest. Gosh is famous for his
philanthropy, which is manifested in his sentencing. Punishments are based on the
following principles: legal definition of punishment, accordance of the punishment
to the degree of danger of the criminal act; when imposing a sentence, it is necessary
to find out the identity of the criminal, the degree of his guilt in the committed act,
and the means and consequences of the crime. Punishment should aim not to torture
and take revenge but to admonish, correct, and educate the criminal.
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JINJIUT CAPBA3SIH

IMPUHIUIIBI YT'OJIOBHOI'O ITPABA U YT'OJIOBHO-IIPABOBBIE
HOPMBI B “APMSAHCKOM CYJAEBHUKE” MXUTAPA I'OIIA

KaioueBnie cioBa:  Mxurap [om, “Apmsuckuii CyneOHHUK”, yrojJoBHOE MPaBo,
MIpecTyIUIeHNe, HaKa3aHue, IPUHIUII CIIPaBeJIMBOCTH, HALU-
OHaJIbHBIE IPaBa.

B cratee uHTEpHpEeTHUPYIOTCS MPUHIUIBI YTOJOBHOIO IpaBa M YIOJIOBHO-
MPaBOBBIC HOPMBI, 3ahuKCcUpoBaHHbIE B “ApmsHckoM Cynednnke” Mxurapa ["oma.
VYTO010BHAs OTBETCTBEHHOCTD, COTJIACHO 3aKOHOMATEIO, TOJKHA OCHOBBIBATHCS Ha
CyOBEKTUBHOM BHHE B YTrOJOBHO-TIPAaBOBOM CMBIC]IE, WU YEJIOBEK IOJJIEKUT
YTOJIOBHOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTH TOJIBKO 33 COBEPIIEHHOE UM IMpecTyIuieHue. B “Ap-
MsiHCKOM CyneOHuke” omnpeAesieHbl MHOTHE IPECTYIUICHHUS, CaMble TSDKKUE W3
KOTOPBIX — TMPECTYIUIEHUS] IPOTHB TOCY/IapCcTBa M IIEPKBH. | Ol M3BECTEH CBOUM
TyMaHU3MOM, KOTOPBII IPOSBIISETCS IIPU ONPEJIEIECHUN YIOJOBHBIX Haka3aHuii. B
OCHOBE HaKa3aHWH JIeXKaT CIEAyIoIUe IMPUHIUNBL 3aKOHHOE OIpEelCHUE
HaKa3aHWH; COOTBETCTBHE HaKa3aHMs CTENEHH OMAacCHOCTH MPECTYITHOTO JIESHUS;
NpU Ha3HAYEHUHM HaKa3aHUs HEOOXOJMMO BBISICHUTH JHYHOCTH IPECTYIHUKA,
CTENIEHb €ro BHHBI B COBEPIIEHHOM JAESIHUU, CPEICTBA M TOCJIEICTBUSL
MPECTYIUICHUS, Haka3aHWE JODKHO OBITh HANpaBICHO HE HAa HWCTA3aHUE HWIIH
MIIIEHNE, a Ha UCTIPaBJIeHNE U BOCITUTAHHUE MIPECTYIHUKA.



