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ASHKHEN YENOKYAN

THE ART OF MINIATURE PAINTING OF
BISHOP STEP‘ANOS ARNJETS‘I

Keywords: Step‘anos Arnjets‘i, Holy Mother of God (Theotokos) monas-
tery of Arinj, manuscript, Four Gospels, miniature, iconogra-
phy, the Baptism of Christ, Christ-Emmanuel.

Among the manuscripts extant from Yerevan’s surrounding settlements there
are about two dozen remarkable manuscripts of different content signed by Step‘anos
Arnjets‘i. Most of them were copied and illustrated in the monastery of Holy Mother
of God (Theotokos) in Arinj village, some of them is from other scriptoria (such as
Aghjots® monastery, Ayrivank‘, Havuts® T‘ar, Makenyats‘ monastery, Saghmosa-
vank‘, Holy Mother of God (Theotokos) church of K‘anak‘er, Demdemashen vil-
lage), where he was invited for illustrating manuscripts.

The period of Step‘anos Arnjets‘i’s activity is quite extensive, 1443-1505. The
manuscripts dated to the earliest years were probably written in advance and later
illustrated by Step‘anos Arnjets‘i. There are no large-size miniatures among them,
one except a manuscript dated to 1443 (Four Gospels), in which, a picture presents
two clergymen, the commissioners of the manuscript, another one is a drawing of a
church.

43 3:1:.51114 Sugbpkl &bnwgpuy bop ,Qnulw_“‘l Udbiiwpiplyfiy of wilipf, A. U., llu.lc[lﬂig\ U Skp—lll.lnn[t—
whuafy, Wpliliiu, 1970, by 263;
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In fact, Step‘anos Arnjets‘i’s only thematic miniature is the Baptism of Christ
in the Ritual book dated to 1494. We can consider it the most magnificent manuscript
illuminated by the painter. Step‘anos Arnjets‘i’s works are not marked by icono-
graphic and stylistic homogeneity. The solutions of colors, styles and compositions
often differ. However the examination of Step‘anos Arnjets‘i’s legacy is a way to
find out the miniature art traditions of this region in the 15-16" centuries.

AIIXEH EHOKAH

TBOPYECTBO MUHUATIOPUCTA EITUCKOITA
CTENAHOCA APHJIKELIN

KiiroueBblie cioBa:  Crenanoc ApHaxeuu, MoHacTelpb CB. Boroponuns! B ApuH-
IKe, pykonuch, EBaHrenne, MuHHaTIOpa, NKOHOTpadHs, Kpe-
menue Xpucra, Cnac OMMaHyuIIL.

Cpenu pykomuceii, CO31aHHBIX B OKpecTHOCTIX EpeBaHa, mpuBiekaoT BHUMA-
HUE JeBITHAALATH KOAEKCOB Pa3HOOOPa3HOrO COAEP)KaHMs, IIOATMCAHHBIX EITUCKO-
noM CrenaHocoM ApHipkenu. VX 3HaunTenbHas 4acTh CKONMPOBAaHA U JIEKOPHPO-
BaHa B MoHacTbIpe CB. boropoauiisl B ApiHIKE, @ HEKOTOPBIE — B IPYTUX PYKOIIHC-
HBIX LEHTpax (B MOHACTHIpAX AXKol, AfpuBank, AByn Tap, Makensi, Carmoca-
BaHK, CB. boropoauiis! B Kanakepe, Jlemaemaiiien), Kyia €ro npuriamaiy AJs poc-
IIACH PYKOIUCEH.

Crenanoc ApHIKEIH padoTal TOBOJIBHO 1010 - ¢ 1443 1o 1505 rr. Pykomucy,
JaTHPOBaHHbIE PAaHHUMH TOJIAMH, BEPOSTHO OBUIM HANKCAHBI A0 HEro — OH HX
TOJIBKO IPOMJIITFOCTPUPOBAIL.. B 3THX pyKONHUCSAX OTCYTCTBYIOT KPYITHbIE MUHHUATIO-
pHL, 32 uckimodenneM Yetsepoesanrenus 1443 1., B KOTOPOM OJJHO U3 N300paKeHNUH
MIPECTABISIET ABYX CBSIIEHHOCTYXUTENEH, 3aKa34NKOB PYKOITUCH, a APYTO€ — Irpa-
(hryecKuii pUCYHOK IIEPKBH.

DakTHYECKH €MHCTBEHHOE TeMaTH4decKoe H3o0pakeHue, co3naHHoe Crema-
HocoMm — Kpemenue Xpucra — comepxkurcs B “Maiurone” 1494 romga, KoTOpHIii
MO>KHO CUMTATh CaMOM POCKOIIHON M3 paclMCaHHBIX UM pykonucei. Mnmoctpanuun
Crenanoca ApHIDKEIIM HE OTIUYAIOTCS OJTHOPOJTHOCTHI0 HKOHOTpaQUH W CTHIIS, Y
HUX pa3Has NaJUTpa KPacoK, CTHIIMCTHYECKNE U KOMITO3UIIOHHBIE pelIeHns. Tem
HE MeHee, 00IIee HccaeIoBaHle ero PYKOIMMCHOTO HACHEINs TI03BOJISIET BBISBUTH
0CcOOEHHOCTH TPaJULMH KHIDKHOW MHUHUATIOPHI, XapaKTepHbIE I 3TOTO PETHOHA B
15-16 BB.



UGty GUNR3VL
USEeULNU GARUuNANU U.Nv2GSNR

UL L U.uHU.r Ul U r4BusSe

I

il s syl anti s Y

VY. 5. Vwwplinup Uyjbwwrwip
wijubwplep (VU 10372, 3w) bl. 6. Uroanpymds (UU° 1071, 31w)

VY. 7. dwpngh(®) wijwbwpbep (UU 6272, 2w)



VY. 8. Vwrlnu wjbtwwrwihy (w. UU 4155, 88p, p. UU 4266, 88p, q. UU" 6474, 47p)

. VY. 9. Vwrlnu wbwwrwi)y
" (w. UU 10372, 65w,
p- UU 6342, 72[_-)

. 10. l,nluwﬁgwqwr\r}hp
(w. UU 4266, 89w, p. UU 4155, 89w,
q. UU 10372, 66w, n. UU 1071, 21w)



