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DIANA MIRIJANYAN

MEDIEVAL FUNERARY ARCHAEOLOGY IN ARMENIA
(PAST AND PRESENT)

Keywords: Funerary archaeology, medieval, anthropology, burial con-
struction, tombstone.

The practice of burying people is one of the earliest testaments to the develop-
ment of human society. Practically all funerary structures, burials, and related mate-



rials provide invaluable data concerning the social structure, worldview, beliefs, bur-
ial rites, art, burial landscape, and a number of other issues that are the subject of
funerary archaeology. Christian Armenian graves have not been considered as sub-
jects of special archaeological study because of the absence of funerary goods and
other evidence of religious belief and practice. Medieval Armenian burials remain
only partially excavated. Burials were barely mentioned in the general descriptions
of the sites (e.g. in the case of churchyard cemeteries of monastic complexes or
churches), which might have included lists of the tombstones, their type, and inscrip-
tions. Decorative reliefs have been examined as artistic objects and have been pre-
sented from an art-historical point of view. In recent decades, it has become clear
that the previous approaches to the study of Christian burials in Armenia don’t meet
the needs of the medieval archaeology. Therefore, the challenges posed by the Chris-
tian graves require us to apply interdisciplinary approaches, including architectural,
anthropological, epigraphic, and ethnographic analyses.

This article is an attempt to present the archaeology of Christian funerary mon-
uments and practices in Armenia as a separate academic discipline, to evaluate its
progress and current state, and to argue that it is a crucial component of medieval
archeology, which sheds new light on many socio-anthropological issues.

JUAHA MUPUIKAHAH

CPEJHEBEKOBAS ITOT'PEBAJIBHASA
APXEOJIOI'YSA B APMEHNWU (ITPOIIJIOE U HACTOSIIEE)

Karwouesnbie ciioBa:  [lorpebanbHasi apXxeoJorusi, CPeHEBEKOBbE, aHTPOIIOJIOTHSI,
norpebansHOe COOpYKEeHHe, Haarpobue.

OO0pIuail 3aXOPOHEHHUS JIFOJICH — OJTHO U3 CAMBIX PAaHHUX CBUICTEIHCTB Pa3BH-
TUs YenoBeueckoro obmiectBa. [IpakTnyecku Bce morpedaibHbIe COOPYKEHUS, 3a-
XOPOHEHUS M CBS3aHHBIC C HUIMU MaTepHalibl IPEI0CTABIISIOT OCCIICHHBIE JaHHBIE O
COLIMAJIbHOM CTPYKTYpE, MUPOBO33PEHUH, BEPOBAHUSAX, TOIPEOATBHBIX 00psIax, Uc-
KyCcCTBe, JaHamadre nmorpedeHus U psje APYTruX BOMPOCOB, KOTOPHIEC SBISIOTCS
MpeIMETOM IOrpedaibHOM apXxeosIoruy. PaHee apMsHCKHUE XPUCTHAHCKHUE MOTHIIBI
HE PacCMaTPUBAIKMCh KaK OOBEKTHI OTACILHOIO apXEOJOTHYeCKOr0 MCCICIOBAHUS



M3-32 OTCYTCTBHS MOTPeOaIbHBIX MTPUHAICKHOCTEN U APYTUX CBUIAETEIHCTB PEIH-
THO3HBIX BEPOBaHMI U 00BIYaeB. APMSHCKHE CPETHCBEKOBBIC 3aXOPOHEHHUS PACKO-
MaHbI JIMIIb YaCTUYHO. U, KOHEUHO K€, HEMOJHOE M3YYCHHE TeMbI OOBICHSICTCS,
MIpeKJe BCEro, OTCYTCTBHEM HHBEHTAps. 3aXOPOHEHHS MOYTH HE YIIOMUHAIUCH B
OOIIMX OMHMCAHUSAX TMAMITHUKOB (HampuMmep, B ciydae KJIaJOWI MOHACTHIPCKUX
KOMIUIEKCOB HWJIM IIEPKBEH), B KOTOPBIX MOINIM Obl OBITh YKa3aHbl HAATPOOHBIC
ITUTHI, X THITH U HATAYWE HaAIUCeH. /[ekopaTuBHBIC penbedbl paccCMaTPHBAIHACH
KaK XYJ0XCECTBCHHbIC OOBEKTHI U MPEICTABISUIMCH C TOUKH 3PCHUS UCTOPUH KYJIb-
Typbl. B nocieinue aecATUiaeTrs CTauo sICHO, YTO MPEKHUE MOAXObI K U3YUEHHUIO
XPUCTHAHCKUX 3aXOPOHEHU B APMEHUH HE yIOBIETBOPSIOT MOTPEOHOCTSIM U3yde-
HUS CPEHEBEKOBOM apxeoyioruu ApMeHnun. Takum 00pa3om, MpoOJIeMbl XpUCTHAH-
CKHX MOTHJI TPeOYIOT IPUMEHEHHS MSKAMCIUIUITMHAPHBIX MMOAXO0I0B, BKJIHOYAs ap-
XUTEKTYPHBIH, aHTPOTIOIIOTUIECKHH, dTUTpadhUIeCKIi 1 STHOTpadUIeCKIA aHATTN3.

HacTosimast ctaThst peACcTaBiseT COOOH MOMBITKY MPEICTABUTh apXEOJIOTHIO
XPUCTHAHCKUX MOrpeOabHbBIX MaMATHUKOB M OOPSAIOB B APMEHHUH KaK OTJICIbHYIO
Hay4YHYI0 TUCHHIUINHY, OOPHCOBAThH MPOTPECC W TEKYIEe COCTOSIHHUE, a TAKXKe T0-
Ka3aTh, YTO 3TO BAKHEUIIMI KOMIIOHEHT CPEIHEBEKOBOM apX€0JIOTHUHU, TPOJIUBAIO-
I HOBBIA CBET HA MHOTHE COI[HAIBHO-aHTPOIOJOTHUECKHE TIPOOIEMBI TOTO TIe-
puoaa.
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