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OVSANNA KHACHATRYAN

THE GENRE OF RIDDLE IN YAYSMAWURK®
(SYNAXARION) COLLECTIONS

Keywords: Genre, scribe, author, riddle, Ners€s Shnorhali, Yaysmawurk’,
hagiography, gandz (litany), kafa.

The riddle is a genre of folklore origin introduced into medieval Armenian lit-
erature in the 12" century by Nersés Shnorhali. Riddles have also reached us in
Yaysmawurk ‘ collections. All those Synaxaria that we have singled out were revised
by Grigor Tserents® Khlat‘etsi’s (1349-1425), and the author of all the riddles is
Nersés Shnorhali.

We suppose that those riddles were first introduced into the collection by a

2 YU 4200, 252w:



scribe, and later on different scribes continued the tradition. The purpose was to
enliven the narrative and make it more attractive by combining the two genres.

Thus, a unique form of medieval manuscript culture was created, when two
genres (lives and riddles) appear side by side, though not jointly..

OBCAHHA XAYATPSH

KAHP 3ATAJKHA B CHHAKCAPHAX

KinroueBbie caoBa:  JKanp, nucen, aBrop, 3araaka, Hepcec llnopxanu, AiiMaBypk
(Cunakcapwii), )xutne, ran3 (IIecHs), kaga.

3aragka — skaHp (OIBKIOPHOTO MPOUCXOXKIEHUs, KoTopbiii Hepcec 1IHOpanm
BBEJ B CPEHEBEKOBYIO apMsIHCKYI0 uTepaTypy B X1 Beke. 3aragku gouwim 1o Hac,
B YaCTHOCTH, B cocTaBe AlicmaBypkoB (CuHakcapueB). Bee Beiienennble HamMu Ai-
CMaBYpKH OTHOCSTCA K penakuuu ['puropa Llepenna Xmareru (1349-1425), a aBTo-
poM Bcex 3arajiok sisiercs Hepcec LHopanm.

Mgl moaraeM, 4To 3TH 3araJKy BBel B AfiCMaBypKU HEKUH TMHCEI], TOCJIE YeTr0o
pa3Hble MUCLBI TPOJOJLKHUIIN TPAAULIHIO. 3a7aya MICLA — COUETAHUEM JBYX JKaHPOB
OKUBHTH TIOBECTBOBAHHE, CJICNATh €ro 00jee MPUBIICKATEILHBIM.

Takum o0Opa3oM, ObUI CO3/aH YHUKAJIbHBIA BUJ CPEIHEBEKOBON PYKOMHMCHOM
KYJbTYPBI, KOTJa ABa jkaHpa (’KUTHS U 3arajIki) BHICTYNAIOT B PYKOIHUCSIX OJHOBpE-
MEHHO, HO HE CIIUTHO.



