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52 . brbdyw, Gy, wyju., by 67:

53 Vwrwpnl, Ufumpsumgpnfiynd, phugrhg funbg b purqd. 2, U&wngwh, Grlowb, 2011, b 52:
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SHAVARSH AZATYAN

THE LITERARY AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
OF THE LEGEND ABOUT THE MARTYRDOM
OF THE OSKEANS

Keywords: Legend, martyrology, Khryusi-Oski, Tatian, Tsakhkotn, Arta-
shés, Sat‘enik, Bagrevand, Vagharshakert-Alashkert, mythol-
ogy, Vruir, book of life.

The legend about the Oskeans” martyrdom was most probably written in the
V-VI centuries. This text is of special significance for source study and historiog-
raphy.

On the basis of Tatian’s testimony and using folklore motifs, Armenian clergy-
men created a narrative which became widespread among the people who were still
adherents of the pagan faith.

The narration sheds light on certain issues related to the administrative structure
of Armenia in the 5th—6th centuries. It also contributes to filling the gaps in the his-
tory of the spreading of Christianity. A number of historic data help us clarify some
questions concerning the hierarchy of the Armenian Church. The legend also con-
cerns social and political events of the early Middle Ages. It contains unique pieces
of information on old settlements and on paganism in Ancient Armenia.
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IMABAPHI AZATAH

JUTEPATYPHASA U HCTOPUYECKASA OCHOBA CKA3AHUA
O MYYEHUYECTBE BOCKAHOB

KnrwueBsbie cnoBa:  Ckasanue, maptuponor, Xpiocu-Bocku, Tatman, IlaxxoTth,
Aptamec, Carenuk, barpesann, Banamkepr-Anamkepr, Mu-
¢onorus, Bpyiip, KHHUra )KU3HU.

Cxazanne o Bocksnax, HanucanHoe, TTO Bced BeposTHOoCcTH B V-VI BB, mmeer
OOJBITYIO HCTOYHHKOBETUECKYIO U HCTOpHOTpadrueckyro NeHHOCTh. OCHOBBIBAsCh
Ha CBHJIETEILCTBE TaTuana, apMsHCKHE CBSIIIEHHUKH, UCTIONB3Y s (POTBKIIOPHBIE MO-
THBBI, CO3JJAJTH TIOBECTBOBAHUE, IOy YMBIIIEE IIMPOKOE PACIIPOCTPAHEHHE B HAPOJE,
eI1e He OTOILIEIIEM OT S3bIYeCTBA.

IloBecTBOBaHWE MPOTUBAET CBET HA HEKOTOPBIE BOIMPOCH, KACAIOIIHECS aIMH-
HUCTPATHBHOTO YCTPOWCTBA CPEIHEBEKOBOM APMEHHUH, a TaKKe CIIOCOOCTBYET BOC-
MOJTHEHHIO HEKOTOPBIX MPOOETIOB B HCTOPHUH PACITPOCTPAHEHUS XPUCTHAHCTBA. Psin
WCTOPUYECKHUX JAHHBIX TA€T BO3MOXHOCTB COCTABHTH IIEIOCTHOE MPEACTABIIEHHE O
CTPYKType apMmsiHCKOW ImepkBu. [loBecTBOBaHHWE KacaeTcs TakXke HEKOTOPHIX
COLMAJIbHEIX ¥ MOJIMTHUECKUX COOBITHH paHHETO cpeaHeBeKOBbs. CkazaHue coaep-
KUT YHUKATHHYIO WH()OPMAIMIO O HEKOTOPHIX TMOCEICHUSX APEBHEH ApMEHHH, a
TaKXe O S3BIYECKBIX BEPOBAHUSIX.



