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SHAVARSH AZATYAN 

THE LITERARY AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
OF THE LEGEND ABOUT THE MARTYRDOM  

OF THE OSKEANS  

Keywords: Legend, martyrology, Khryusi-Oski, Tatian, Tsakhkotn, Arta-
-Alashkert, mythol-

ogy, Vruir, book of life. 

The legend about the Oskean  martyrdom was most probably written in the 
V-VI centuries. This text is of special significance for source study and historiog-
raphy.  

On the basis of Tatian testimony and using folklore motifs, Armenian clergy-
men created a narrative which became widespread among the people who were still 
adherents of the pagan faith.  

The narration sheds light on certain issues related to the administrative structure 
of Armenia in the 5th 6th centuries. It also contributes to filling the gaps in the his-
tory of the spreading of Christianity. A number of historic data help us clarify some 
questions concerning the hierarchy of the Armenian Church. The legend also con-
cerns social and political events of the early Middle Ages. It contains unique pieces 
of information on old settlements and on paganism in Ancient Armenia.  
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