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Varty Keshishian
A Newly Revealed Tale of the 18" Century

The “Tales of Carthage” by Hovhannes of Beraia, a famous ballad
maker of Late Middle Ages, is still unknown for wide circle of specialists
and naturally has dropped out of scientific circulation. Only the
bibliographic lists and catalogues of manuscripts of the Matenadaran
provide information about the existence of this work.

In four manuscripts preserved in the Matenadaran (M2768, M3384,
M8420, M10589) similar examples of the “Tale” exist. According to
these copies it was possible to prepare the critical text of the “Tale”. All
the extant copies of the “Tale” with their narrative and structural
characteristics are almost identical and have only minor differences,
which gives reason to suppose that there has been a general archetype.
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With its essential narrative features the Tale reminds the fable “The
King’s Son” by Vardan Aygektsi”. It is not excluded that the Tale is
based on Aygektsi’s fable or another common source. Both works were
created in the same cultural environment. Although the period of time
was different but the reality was the same. It confirms that Hovhannes of
Beraia, who was born and received his education in Aleppo, was
perfectly aware of Vardan Aygektsi’s fables and other tales and historical
works from the medieval folklore, which he developed and introduced in
a new way.



