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1 J. J. S. Weitenberg, , in: K. N. 
Ciggaar, D. M. Metcalf (ed.), East and West in the medieval Eastern Mediterranean. I. 
Antioch from the Byzantine Reconquest until the end of the Crusader principality. Acta 
of the congress held at Hernen Castle in May 2003 (Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta, 
147), Leuven -Paris - Dudley/MA, 2006, p. 79-93.  
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sur le charisticariat , in  
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E. M. Shirinian 
Teaching and Learning at the Armenian Monasteries on the Black 

Mountain of Cilician Armenia 

Having been in the same lore with the literature of Armenia 
nevertheless Cilician Armenian literature differed from it due to many 
natural reasons, among which the most important one seems to be a dif-
ferent environment and neighborhood. In this context a significant role 
played Cilician monasteries of Black Mountain. The existence of these 
monasteries is testified from the 5th-6th centuries but there is no much in-
formation about activity of these monasteries at that time. Opposite to this, 
starting from the 11th century one can speak about the most flourishing and 

monasteries. It is even possible to evaluate them as an international center 
of teaching and learning for Greek, Syrian, Latin, Armenian and Georgian 
monks, ascetics and simply authors, who came in search of a spiritual guide.  

Testimonies concerning the monasteries on the Black Mountain, 
which belonged to Armenians (at least in the 11th century: Karmir, 

-
vor, Paghakdziak, Parlahoy etc.) preserved in the works of the Armenian 
authors and especially in the colophons etc. That there were lot of 
monasteries on the Black Mountain informs us Sargis Shnorhali, who 

entered on the Black Mountain where eremitic ) - and convents 
 by Kira-

Mxitar was already a vardapet when he went to the monasteries on the 
Black Mountain but he hided that he has already this degree and received 
another one while being there.There is also quite an information on 
personae who came to settle in these monasteries as from Armenia itself 
(like 
and many others), as well from Cilician Armenia (Stepanos Manuk, 
Ignatius Sevlernc
Shnorhali . The activity of the catholicos of Armenia Grigor the Second, 

in these monasteries, especially in Karmir 
 rces.  

The research of the data on these monasteries shows that one can 
speak about the reconciliation of old traditions and the creation of the 

many-sided literary activity in the monasteries on the Black Mountain 
had a great impact for Armenian highest education and literary tradition.


